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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 7-10, 19-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Davis 
et al(6,367,009). 

3. As per claim 7, Davis et al. discloses providing a plurality of machines(fig. 2 sheet 1, 
reference numbers 10, states wired clients) authorized to access the web server(i.e. MTS, can 
function as a web server)(see sheet 2, fig. 2, col. 9, lines 14-20); associating with each authorized 
machine an access table storing authorization information, Davis discloses because a certificate 
chain, has associated certificates that are all stored in table at a certificate authority(see col. 1, 
lines 11, lines 29-34)(see col. 9, lines 65-67, col. 10, lines 1-18); coupling one of the authorized 
machines to an access requester (see col. 11, lines 29-64); verifying that the requester is 
authorized to access a resource on the web server with reference to the access table associated 
with the authorized machine to which the requester is coupled, because Davis discloses the 
requester which is the client is verified to access a resource on the MTS(i.e. web server) with 
reference to the certificate associated with the machine, all certificates have an access table in 
which certificates are stored(see col, 11, lines 29-45, see col. 15, lines 25-45). Davis does not 
disclose allowing the requester to assume the identity of the authorized machine to which the 
requester is coupled after verifying that the requester is authorized, and based on the requester 
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assuming the identity of the authorized machine allowing the requester access to the resource. 
Godwin et al discloses allowing the requester to assume the identity of the authorized machine to 
which the requester is coupled after verifying that the requester is authorized, and based on the 
requester assuming the identity of the authorized machine allowing the requester access to the 
resource(see col. 12, lines 36-41). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include assume the identity of the authorized machine of Godwin 
with Davis, the motivation is that allowing users to obtain access to all needed resources is 
desirable, allowing the user to assume the identity of the machine provides a level of security 
that can track resource allocation(see col. 1, lines 66-67, col. 2, lines 1-7 of Godwin). 

4. As per claim 8, Davis et al. discloses wherein the plurality of authorized machines 
includes a first authorized machine that is authorized to access a first subset of resources at the 
web server and a second authorized machine that is authorized to access a second subset of 
resources at the web server, wherein the second subset differs from the first subset(see col. 13, 
lines 59-67, col. 14, lines- 1-5). 

5. As per claim 9, Davis et al. discloses wherein the plurality of authorized machines 
includes a first authorized machine that is authorized to access a first subset of resources at the 
web server and a second authorized machine that is authorized to access a second subset of 
resources at the web server, wherein the second subset overlaps with the first subset(see col. 13, 
lines 59-67, col. 14, lines 1-15). 

6. As per claim 10, Davis discloses wherein the first and second subsets are identical (see 
col. 13, lines 59-67). 
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7. Same Motivation as claim 7 above. As per claim 19, Davis discloses a processor; 
authorization database containing logic for execution by the processor, the processor to 
determine, based on the logic, a port to couple the network element to a user; and a port to 
couple the network element to a network resource(see col. 15, lines 25-65). Godwin discloses 
whether a user is authorized to assume the identity of the network element to gain access to a 
network resource that the network element is pre-authorized to access(see col. 12, lines 36-41). 

8. As per claim 20, Davis discloses wherein the authorization database correlates user 
identifiers with resources accessible via the network element(see col. 9, lines 65-67, col. 10, lines 
1-18). 

9. Same Motivation as claim 7. As per claim 21, Davis discloses arranging a network 
element in a network, the network element being preauthorized to access a set of network 
resources; receiving, at the network element, a request from a user to connect to the network 
element(see col. 15, lines 25-65); determining whether the user is authorized to connect to the 
network element(see col. 15, lines 45-51). Godwin discloses allowing the user to assume the 
identity of the network element; and accessing, by the user, one of the set of network resources 
that the network element is pre-authorized to access, based on the user's assuming the identity of 
the network element(see col. 12, lines 36-41). 

10. As per claim 22, Davis discloses wherein the network element is coupled to one or more 
network servers providing the set of network resources(see col. 15, lines 25-65). 

11. As per claim 23, Davis discloses checking an identity characteristic of the user to 
determine whether the user is authorized to connect to the network element(see col. 15, lines 45- 
51). 
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Response to Applicant 

12. An after-final was mailed 1 /23/07, stating that the request for reconsideration has been 
considered but does not place the Application in condition for allowance. An interview was 
conducted on 3/13/07 to discuss prior art Davis in view of claim 7. The Applicant agreed with 
the Applicant in personal interview, that Davis does not disclose the limitation "requester 
assuming the identity of the machine". The Examiner has re-opened prosecution based in light 
of Applicant's remarks conducted in the interview. Thus, the Examiner has conducted a search, 
and provided a 103, to meet the limitation, "requester assuming the identity of the machine". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jenise E. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-3791. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.) alternate Friday's. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on (571) 272-3795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/314,330 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2131 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




CHRISTOPHER REVA* 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




